
DBE Certification

Olga Medina
VTA DBE Certification Officer

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) 
Certification Webinar 

March 16, 2021 | 10:00 AM

Presented by 
Olga Medina, Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA)



PRESENTERS
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Host:  Business Outreach Committee (BOC)

• Artemise Davenport, Golden Gate Bridge, Highway & Transportation District

California Unified Certification Program (CUCP): Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) 

• Olga Medina, Office of Business Diversity Programs Manager

• Jennifer Mena, Business Diversity Programs Management Analyst

• Thomas Le, Business Diversity Programs Management Analyst

Norcal Procurement Technical Assistance Center (Norcal PTAC): 

• Liz Brazil, Procurement Specialist



PANELS
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Participants:  Participation is anonymous. You will only be able to view 
Panelists and Host names

Q&A: Panelist will answer questions in the Q&A panel or may 
provide a verbal answer. Add the Q&A Panel if you are 
unable to view it on your screen

Chat: Host may add useful links in the Chat Box. Please do not 
submit your questions in the Chat Box!

This event is being recorded. The presentation and recording will be available on the District’s 
website at, www.goldengate.org on the Business Outreach Committee page. 

http://www.goldengate.org/
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What is a DBE?

A for-profit small business concern:

• Must be at least 51 percent owned by one or more individuals who 
are both socially and economically disadvantaged or, in the case of a 
corporation, in which 51 percent of the stock is owned by one or 
more such individuals; and

• Managed and controlled by one or more of the socially and 
economically disadvantaged individuals who own it.

• Code of Federal Regulations: 49 CFR Part 26
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https://ecfr.io/Title-49/Part-26


DBE Program Objectives

• To ensure non-discrimination in the award 
and administration of DOT- assisted 
contracts

• To create a level playing field

• To help remove barriers

• To ensure that only firms that meet 
eligibility standards are permitted to 
participate in DOT-assisted contracts
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DBE Program Objectives  (cont)

• To assist the development of firms that can 
compete successfully in the marketplace 
outside the DBE Program

• To promote the use of DBEs in all types of 
federally assisted contracts and 
procurement activities conducted by 
recipients
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Operating Administrations

• Federal Transit Administration (FTA)

• Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

• Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
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Roles and Responsibilities

United States Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT)
• Develop rules and regulations for the DBE Program

• Provide guidance and oversight

• Review appeals on certification decisions

State and Local Transportation Agencies (Recipients)
• Establish overall DBE goals (every 3 years)

• Establish contract-specific DBE goals on applicable contracts

• Ensure eligibility of DBE firms

• Monitor and enforce DBE program requirements
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DBE ELIGIBILITY

• Ownership

• Control

• Socially and Economically 
Disadvantaged
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• Independence

• Personal Net Worth

• Business Size Standard
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Online Application
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https://dot.ca.gov/programs/civil-rights/dbe-certification-information

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/civil-rights/dbe-certification-information
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Procurement Technical 
Assistance Centers

Presented by Liz Brazil

Procurement Specialist, Norcal PTAC 

No-Cost Government Contracting Assistance



707.267.7561 |  info@norcalptac.org 707.267.7561  |  info@norcalptac.org 

PTACs in California

► 94 PTACs nationwide

► Help businesses compete & succeed in the 

government marketplace

► All services are no-cost: funded by federal, state, 

and local grants and contracts

► In 2019, PTACs served over 57,000 clients and 

helped them win over $24 billion in government 

contracts and subcontracts. That’s a return on 

investment (ROI) of $553 for every $1 in federal 

spending!
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In 2020, our clients won more than $314 million in 

government contracts, nearly twice as much as in 2019.

Custom

Bid Matching

Resources 

& Training

One-On-One 

Counseling

Sign up at www.norcalptac.org
Or find your local PTAC at www.aptac-us.org/find-a-ptac

Norcal PTAC
Northern California Procurement Technical Assistance Center

707.267.7561 |  info@norcalptac.org 
This Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) is funded in part 

through a cooperative agreement with the Defense Logistics Agency.

http://www.norcalptac.org/
http://www.aptac-us.org/find-a-ptac


707.267.7561 |  info@norcalptac.org 707.267.7561  |  info@norcalptac.org 

► DUNS # / SAM registration

► Certifications

► Crafting capabilities statements

► Market research – GovSpend

► Marketing to government agencies

► Proposal reviews 

► Post-award support

► Connecting primes & subs

► GSA schedules

► SBIR/STTR

► Anything related to federal, state, local, or 

tribal government contracting

37

Norcal PTAC Services



707.267.7561 |  info@norcalptac.org 707.267.7561  |  info@norcalptac.org 

Find your PTAC – Find your SBDC – SBA Small Business Events – Identify your NAICS – DBE program

SB/DVBE Certification – Federal Contract Opportunities – State of CA Opportunities

WOSB certification – Caltrans Contractor’s Corner – Cal eProcure Vendor Training 

Veterans First Program – Federal Certification Eligibility – Dynamic Small Business Search

CA Code of Regulations – Minority Supplier Development Council

System for Award Management (www.sam.gov) – Dunn & Bradstreet

8(a) Business Development Program – HUBZone Program – Norcal PTAC: COVID-19 Resources

Upcoming webinars: https://www.norcalptac.org/calendar

Past webinars: https://www.norcalptac.org/webinars
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Resources for Small Businesses

http://www.aptac-us.org/find-a-ptac
https://americassbdc.org/small-business-consulting-and-training/find-your-sbdc/
https://www.sba.gov/events/find
https://www.census.gov/naics/
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/rail-and-mass-transportation/disadvantaged-business-enterprise-program
https://caleprocure.ca.gov/pages/sbdvbe-index.aspx
https://beta.sam.gov/
https://caleprocure.ca.gov/pages/Events-BS3/event-search.aspx
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/women-owned-small-business-federal-contracting-program
http://ppmoe.dot.ca.gov/des/oe/contractor-info.html
https://fiscal.ca.gov/user-support/cal-eprocure-resources/cal-eprocure-vendor-training/
https://www.va.gov/osdbu/verification/index.asp
http://www.va.gov/osdbu/verification/index.asp
https://certify.sba.gov/
http://dsbs.sba.gov/dsbs/search/dsp_dsbs.cfm
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=IABE101D0D49111DEBC02831C6D6C108E&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://affiliate.nmsdc.org/wrmsdc/
https://www.sam.gov/SAM/pages/public/index.jsf
https://www.sam.gov/
https://www.sam.gov/SAM/pages/public/index.jsf
https://www.sam.gov/
http://www.sam.gov/
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/8a-business-development-program
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/hubzone-program
https://www.norcalptac.org/covid19
https://www.norcalptac.org/calendar
https://www.norcalptac.org/webinars


Questions?

707.267.7561

info@norcalptac.org 

Sign up at www.norcalptac.org

Or find your local PTAC at: www.aptac-us.org/find-a-ptac
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http://www.norcalptac.org/
http://www.aptac-us.org/find-a-ptac


Thank you!

707.267.7561

info@norcalptac.org 

Sign up at www.norcalptac.org

Or find your local PTAC at: www.aptac-us.org/find-a-ptac

Funded in part through a Grant with the Governor’s 

Office of Business and Economic Development.

http://www.norcalptac.org/
http://www.aptac-us.org/find-a-ptac
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UPCOMING CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES
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